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Editorial

Following some discussion among the committee we have decided to add an extra
two pages of colour to the Bulletin. | am grateful to those who have sent me
photographs — it’'s quite surprising how many you can get onto a page — so please —
all you photographers, keep sending me your photos!

This edition has a pull-out section of forthcoming events, both field meetings for the
whole season organised by Andy Daw, and aso some other events for the
International Year of Biodiversity — May 22™ is the key date, and there are no fewer
than four events then, in which Wilts branch members will be involved. Another
event in a busy season is the annual Iford Manor Butterfly Day, a very important one
because it’s for all the family — so, if you have children or grandchildren and want a
day out which will introduce them to butterflies and moths in a fun way it will be
lovely to see you there.

In the depths of the cold winter just passed a good number of Wiltshire Branch
members met up at the Chairman® home to enjoy an evening of friendly chat and
some very beautiful “slideshows’ of butterflies, moths and other wildlife. One
particularly amazing image that | shall remember for a long time was Steve Covey®
close-up of an exquisite damselfly - akind of emerald or spreadwing- on one side of
the screen, and another image of a massed horde of the same species al perched in a
reedbed on the other — thanks to al the contributors to this wonderful show, and to
Wayne Clinch for organising it. Above al though, thanks to Maurice for throwing
open his home, and for the delicious refreshments!

| am saddened to report that, as |’m preparing this Bulletin, | have just heard the news
that John Booth has passed away. John was one of the aforementioned gifted
photographers at the Members Evening — | would like to pay tribute to his talent and
courage, and to pass on the sympathy of all who knew him to Odette his brave wife.
John took both first and second prize at the last AGM photographic competition — the
winner, a basking Purple Emperor on a car bonnet, appeared on the cover of the last
bulletin, and the runner-up, a nectaring Clouded Yellow, adorns this cover. A short
article of hisfollows this editorial.

Wiltshire Branch has also been saddened by the death of five more prominent
members in recent years — all committed nature conservationists and particularly to
the recording of Iepidoptera. These very brief obituaries, contributed by Mike Fuller,
cover only their association with Wiltshire Branch.

Beverley Heath 22 March 1938 — 17 June 2007

Beverley was a gentle, kind and generous man, a recently retired schoolmaster from
Marlborough College who devoted much of his free time to the Wiltshire Wildlife
Trust. He helped monitor the butterflies on the Pewsey Downs NNR transect with
Patricia Froud and was areliable and loyal recorder.



Tim Oldrey 19th May 1942 — 3rd September 2007

Tim died suddenly whilst on holiday on the Isle of Isay, one of the Western Isles of
Scotland. He lived at Figheldean in the River Avon valley north of Amesbury and was
an active recorder on ATE SP(E). He particularly assisted with the Duke of Burgundy
Project in 2006 and beyond and reported and monitored several colonies between
Bulford and Tidworth.

John Rayner MBE 20th December 1913 — 14th April 2008

John Rayner was a remarkable man who worked tirelessly with the Wiltshire Wildlife
Conservation Volunteers and with the conservation group in Braydon Forest,
coppicing woodlands and managing scrub on grasslands right up until the time of his
death at the age of 95. He was an active member of the conservation groups on
Salisbury Plain and as one of his grandsons said at his funeral — he was good at
bonfires. He regularly recorded butterflies from his garden at Collingbourne Ducis,
and managed all the commercial aspects during the production of the book The
Butterflies of Witshire as well as organising and helping with the proof reading. He
well deserved his MBE for his services in so many ways to nature conservation in
Wiltshire.

Philip Cleverly 1933 — 14th September 2009

Phil, like his brother Arthur who died several years ago, was interested in all aspects
of natural history and a keen walker, observer and recorder. From near his home in
Devizes, where he was born and bred, he would regularly visit Roundway Hill
Covert, Oliver's Castle and Beacon Hill to monitor the butterflies. He was aso a
member of the conservation groups on Salisbury Plain, recording butterflies. | had the
pleasure of meeting him, not long before he died, on one of hiswalks with his faithful
companion, Barley, his spaniel dog. This was at Oliver's Castle on 3rd June 2009
where he had just seen a pristine Marbled White butterfly and this turned out to be
the earliest sighting of the year.

Humphrey Kay 10th October 1923 — 20th October 2009

Humphrey was another remarkable man of great charm, wit, intellect and
individuality. After retiring to New Mill near Pewsey he became deeply involved with
the activities of the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust and the Sarsen Trail — a fund-raising
sponsored walk from Avebury to Stonehenge, was hisiinitiative.

He was a keen member of BC Wilts branch and regularly submitted butterfly and
moth records together with detailed observations on behaviour. He was aso a great
experimenter and introduced species such as the Silver-spotted Skipper and Marsh
Fritillary into habitats where it was thought they would create colonies. He put great
effort into breeding and releasing Brown Hairstreak larvae and pupae back into the
wild in the hope that a colony would become established. During the Duke of
Burgundy Project in 2006, he showed me a cowslip leaf he had found with a clutch of
33 eggs on its underside — probably a record number. He kindly invited me back to
his beautiful cottage garden for afternoon tea on the patio and there on his prunus
bushes were sleeved Brown Hairstreak larvae, shortly to be released.



Nature Conservation in Wiltshire is the poorer for the passing of these dedicated
amateur naturalists and it is up to those of us remaining to ensure their knowledge
and love of nature are passed on to future generations.

Butterfly Transect
John Booth

When | agreed to do the Webbs Wood transect my Motor Neurone Disease was in its
infancy, now one year on it takes me all afternoon to do it. There are a lot of
advantages to doing the survey apart from the butterflies. You get to know the wood
intimately, if you are interested in wild flowers you can see what comes out between
April and September, if you like photography you can photograph the flowers,
butterflies, moths and insects.

The butterflies are the main interest of course and you can look forward to their
emergence throughout the season. You can also meet interesting people on the way;, |
have to use a portable machine to speak and | met gamekeepers, ladies taking their
dogs for awak and Wiltshire Wildlife Trust workers.

The highlight last year was finding the elusive Brown Hairstreak - | walked down
the muddy path and there it was perched on some Blackthorn, it gave me the
opportunity to take a couple of shots. The other highlight was the invasion of Painted
L adies, in Echo Lodge Meadows one sunny day - there must have been two hundred
If not more.

(John sent me this article quite recently. It demonstrates both his love of wildlife, and
his determination to carry on in the face of a dreadful disease. )

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new membersto the Wiltshire Branch

Mr. T. Ayers, Mr. J. Cleaver & family, Mrs. G. Darley, Mr. S. Fitz-Avon, Mr. R. &
Mrs. J. Gosnell, Mr. S.J. & Mrs. S. Hackett & family, Ms. G Hales, Mr. J,D, Harvey,
Mrs. B.M. Jones, Mrs. B. Last, Dr. A. & Mrs. C. Mann & family, Master J, Orakova,
Mrs. S. Packham, Mr. D.B. Ponting, Ms. L. Robinson, Ms. L.L. Siddall, Mr. PA.
Sketch, Mrs. S. West, Mr. GA. Wood.

A Request. Periodically Wiltshire Branch Committee need to contact YOU the
members... could you permit us to do so by e-mailing me at robswildlife@googlemail.com
thus giving us your e-address for future use. Robin Griffiths




CHAIRMAN'SNOTES
Maurice Avent.

We deserve a wonderful Summer of moths and butterflies and if the fierce long
Winter, that theoretically finished alittle time ago on March 21st, has killed as many
parasites as its icy temperatures indicated would be the case; then we are in for an
exciting one. In recent years an increasing number of species have moved across the
Channel and become resident in England. Notably over last Summer it was proven
that The Queen of Spain Fritillary has begun breeding on the South Coast while my
own good fortune in trapping a Porter’s Rustic in North West Wiltshire strongly
indicates that the species is not only breeding in the British Ides but is moving
northwards too, away from the coast.

Symposium

Butterfly Conservation and its sister Society, Butterfly Conservation Europe
organised the biggest ever gathering of international butterfly experts when they held
their 6™ International Symposium at the University of Reading in the last week of
March, entitled “The 2010 Target and Beyond for Lepidoptera’. The three day
event was a sell out and attended by no less than 400 delegates. On the day preceding
the Symposium a similar number of attendees heard twelve speakers lecture on the
“Future of Wildlife in British Woodlands’. At this first event, those present
listened to a series of papers indicating that as a general rule there has been a
troubling dearth of woodland management for more than 50 years, resulting in the
decline of many species ranging from the Nightingale to the Stag Beetle. It was
uplifting to hear that at last the cavary is arriving in the form of charcoa burning,
aso the use of wood in itself as a solid fuel power source and in the form of
Woodland Improvement Grants. More importantly there is a wider understanding of
the need to manage woodland and the work of those involved with Butterfly
Conservation's own South East Woodlands Project is making a huge difference in our
own county at Bentley Wood. The Duke of Burgundy, Pear| Bordered Fritillary,
Purple Emperor, Drab Looper and numerous other species should do better there
after a programme of selective wood and scrub clearance that has been pursued for
three years, nobly led by our Kate Dent.

The Symposium itself commenced on the Friday and was opened by our President Sir
David Attenborough who told delegates that “Butterflies are sensitive indicators that
decline when habitats are destroyed and when man harms the environment. We have
known about butterfly losses in Britain for over 50 years; now there is mounting
evidence that it is a global problem”. Symposium speakers assessed the success of
efforts around the world in meeting the United Nation's target of halting biodiversity
declines by 2010 but the agenda reflected fears that countries as scattered as the
United States, Japan and throughout Europe had a long way to go to achieve this
goal. Sir David said that “Halting biodiversity loss in the coming decade was on a par
with getting a man on the moon in the 1960s, like that first step on the moon, an
increase in butterfly numbers around the world could be the first indication that



we've achieved thisgoal, it would again be agiant leap for mankind”.

Our Chief Executive Dr Martin Warren confirmed that it was a global problem “We
have just published a new Red List of European Butterflies showing that around
10% of European butterfly species are facing possible extinction. Symposium
delegates come from all six continents and tell of habitats being destroyed and
lepidoptera and other wildlife in decline. Although the 2010 deadline for halting
biodiversity loss had not been met, trying to achieve it had been important and
showed both the enormity of the challenge and the importance of making it a top
priority in the coming decade”.

Despite this somewhat bleak background there were many uplifting papers indicating
that action is being taken in many countries, first to reverse decline and then to raise
populations, often by employing agro-environmental grant systems recently
introduced throughout Europe. One particularly uplifting talk from Switzerland spoke
of the positive effects of wildflower strips in lowland arable agriculture areas where a
hitherto Nationally Scarce species, the M allow Skipper was breeding in strength.

In concluson we should al recognise that the Common Market Agricultural Policy
(CAP) in its current form runs out in 2013 and it is of magor importance that
negotiations between member countries up until then, should seek to retain and
improve upon the current agricultural safeguards; thus ensuring that future CAP
policy moves further in the direction of environmental protection. It behoves upon us
al, to contact our MEP and impress upon him or her the vital importance of these
negotiations for the survival of our glorious biodiversity here in Wiltshire.

BUTTERFLY RECORDS
Mike Fuller

As in 2008, a surprisingly large number of butterfly records were received for 2009
from members and many non-members, enabling a comprehensive Annua Report for
Wiltshire butterflies to be compiled. All records have been forwarded to head office
for inclusion in the on-going Butterfly Millennium Atlas up-date programme. The
second five-year update period finished at the end of 2009 and the resulting
publication will give us valuable indications of the State of Butterfliesin Britain and
Ireland.

Wiltshire supports so many species, including several of national importance,
and has an important role to play in this continuing survey work. It is crucial
that we do all we can to record and monitor and ensuretheir future survival.

As | have said many times before, all Wilts records will always be very welcome and
| draw your attention to the recording forms for 2010 enclosed with this mailing. If
every member completed the yellow-coloured form for just eight sites that they
regularly visit, or the green-coloured form for their garden (or other favourite site),
the county coverage would be greatly improved.



Please do try to complete these forms during the coming season and return them to
me in October. | would aso prefer if you entered actual numbers rather than the
letters A to E as suggested on the forms. Alternatively, you can e-mail or telephone
me your records ‘as and when’ during the season or submit them in your own format
—whichever method suits you best.

Theimportant thing isthat you submit something.

| wish you all avery successful and enjoyable 2010 butterfly season. Please contact
me if you have any queries or concerns.

Mike Fuller
Butterfly Recorder (Contact detailson p.36)

WIDER COUNTRYSIDE BUTTERFLY SURVEY (WCBS) : 2010
Geoff Hiscocks

Despite the massive growth in recent years of butterfly distribution recording and
transect monitoring, we still lack knowledge of the population trends of wider
countryside butterflies. Current transects are biased in terms of location towards
semi-natural and protected habitats. It was therefore decided several years ago to
develop a new scheme to monitor the changing abundance of these wider countryside
Species.

Last year, following piloting in 2007 & 2008, a new survey was rolled out on a
national scale with the help of Butterfly Conservation (BC) and British Trust for
Ornithology (BTO) volunteer recorders. The method involves a minimum of two
visits in reasonabl e butterfly weather during July and August to a sample of randomly
selected 1 kilometre squares, with optiona extra visits from May to September. On
each visit butterflies and day flying moths are counted along two pre-determined
roughly parallel walks within the square. Wiltshire Branch were allotted 21 squares of
which 10 were eventually covered to some extent in 2009. Several BC branches
exceeded their 20 sguare target, for example Somerset & Bristol and Dorset. Early
analysis for the two summer visits shows that on average recorders counted about 80
individual butterflies of 8 species per survey: however, even the compl ete absence of
butterflies within a square ( very rarely) is useful information when monitoring
trends.

Despite initialy being led to believe that the survey would not continue in 2010, the
Branch has now been informed that the WCBS will be conducted both this year and
next with BC being supported again by its partners in BTO and CEH, with a small
financial contribution from Natural England. Government agencies have expressed a
strong interest in the results and are seeking funds for future years.

Our priority in 2010 will be to continue recording in last year’'s squares
including those not visited in 2009, using the same routes within the squares. We



would like to thank the several members and others who were able to help with the
survey last time and we would urge al previous recordersto carry on if at all possible
or find a replacement. A feedback report is being sent to all recorders soon and the
Branch is keen to cover every selected square in Wiltshire this time. We would
therefore welcome any new recorders who would like to help.

Katie Cruickshanks, the BC central co-ordinator of the survey in 2009, left in January
to take up work with alocal consultancy, but will be continuing as co-ordinator of the
WCBS this year as part of her new job, under a contract with BC. She can be
contacted by email at survey@butterfly-conservation.org. Her new phone number is 01929
552486.

Anyone keen to take part or wanting advice on the study should contact myself
(Geoff Hiscocks) or Katie. My details can be found inside the back cover of this
bulletin: 1 would be especialy grateful to hear as soon as possible from recorders | ast
year who fedl they can commit to the survey again.

MEETINGS REPORTS
By Andrew Daw unless stated

Pamber Heath 18™ July 2009

The 18" July 2009 was a blustery day that Pooh Bear would be proud of. | arrived at
the car park to Pamber Heath in plenty of time and in bright sunshine, but had to put
on my waterproof to keep the wind out. It wasn't until | arrived that | realised that
the Grid Reference given by the Hampshire Wildlife Trust (HWT) wasn't for the car
park but for the centre of the reserve, so apologies to anybody who was relying on
that and not the directions given.

Anyway, 11:00am came and went and nobody arrived to join me, so | eventually gave
up waiting, picked up my camera bag and set off into the woods and out of the wind.
The rides weren’'t as muddy as the HWT web page had led me to believe, but still
needed careful navigation in places. Following the trail from the entrance further in
the wood it wasn't long before | came across a Silver-washed Fritillary and then
another. A White Admiral, somewhat worn, flew out of the trees and landed
amongst the brambles on the side of the ride, just out of reach for a good shot.
Undeterred | tried taking a picture anyway, and before long it was joined by another
and another. It has been a long time since | had three White Admirals in the same
place.

Wandering along the trail, it gradually got cloudier and cloudier, but it wasn't until it
had fully clouded over, about half way round the trail, that the butterflies were no
longer easy to find. | missed one of the way markers at one point and found myself
walking back the way | had come, cutting off a significant corner of thetrail. Asthe
best of the weather was already long gone, | didn’t mind the short cut and finally got
back to the car at 2:35pm.

All told | saw 15 species of butterfly: Silver-washed Fritillary (27), M eadow Brown



(32), Ringlet (28), Small White (2), Large White (2), Gatekeeper (38), Green-
veined White (13), Speckled Wood (13), White Admiral (6), Small Skipper (9),
L arge Skipper (6), Peacock (4), Brimstone (1), Holly Blue (1) and Marbled White

(4).
Morecambe Bay Long Weekend - Thursday 30th July to Monday 3rd August

Despite having no requests for joining me on the weekend trip, | emailed out
rendezvous details for the Friday morning to the email subscribers on Wednesday
evening, just in case.

Early Thursday morning | packed the car and then headed off North. | had planned to
take it easy and followed the A49 along the Welsh border instead of using the M5/M6
for the whole journey. By mid-afternoon | had reached the new ButCon reserve near
Whitchurch that is Prees Heath. | have visited Prees Heath many times before, but
not since being bought by the society. Now there is a short trail set up and notice
boards placed at strategic points. The day was quite windy and partialy cloudy.
After a hunt around the reserve | eventually found a sheltered spot where a few
Silver-studded Blues, quite worn this late in their season, were hanging out. Only
having enough time for an hour (2:50-3:50pm), | still managed to clock up nine
species of butterflies, mostly Meadow Browns, but aso a Red Admiral, 4 Small
Coppersand 7 Silver-studded Blues.

Friday morning rendezvous was arranged for 10:00am at the National Trust car park
at Arnside Knott. The forecast was for a bright morning, clouding over by lunchtime
and then turning into rain. To make the most of the day, | arrived at the Knott an hour
early to do arecce. Where | would normally expect to see Scotch Argus there were
plenty of Meadow Browns hanging out, yet no Scotch Argus. Further up the Knott a
Grayling popped out of nowhere and landed on the gravel scree to do its
disappearing act again. At least one target species. A number of trees on the Knott
have been thinned out to increase the habitat for the High Brown Fritillary, but in the
cool morning breeze | missed the shelter they would have given. It appears that the
Scotch Argus did too, because once | was over the brow of the hill enough to be
sheltered they started to appear amongst the bramble flowers and bracken. Even this
early in the morning the Scotch Argus butterflies were jittery and wouldn't sit still for
their portraits to be taken, or would hide low in the grass. Wandering on through a
small patch of heather, another Grayling popped up and then suddenly a flash of
orange low over the vegetation — a High Brown Fritillary flew in and landed on a
flower, took a sip and flew off. Three target species and it wasn't even 10:00am yet.
Wandering around for a bit I managed to clock up 8 species (20 Meadow Brown, 3
Grayling, 35 Scotch Argus, 2 Gatekeeper, 5 High Brown Fritillary, 1 Small White, 3
Speckled Wood, 2 Painted L ady) before heading back to the car park.

Taking a little refreshment and putting on my sun hat | waited until 10:05am, just in
case, but the only people I met were not from the Wiltshire branch and here on their
own. Back onto the Knott, this time for an unconstrained wander, | first walked



down the Heathwaite trail. Being somewhat exposed | only saw 4 species (Painted
Lady the most exciting) so headed back onto the Knott to try and catch a Scotch
Argus unawares. After some careful stalking | did manage to catch a few shots of
both male and femal e Scotch Argus and added a Northern Brown Argusto the day’s
species count. As | broke out onto the open bracken covered northern grassy slopes
the clouds were becoming quite prominent. Here | was lucky to find a couple of High
Brown Fritillaries staking out on some thistles in the bracken, and managed to grab a
couple of photos before the clouds closed in completely. One of them perched up on
a bracken frond and closed its wings. Despite being quite gloomy now | managed
with care to hand hold a few steady enough photos to take a nice underside shot.
Objective achieved and the weekend had only just started. | then headed over to
Leighton Moss RSPB Reserve to grab lunch and spend the afternoon in the shelter of
the bird hides watching Marsh Harriers. Saturday’s forecast was the opposite of
Friday, with heavy rain dying out and sunshine in the afternoon. So after a leisurely
start to the day | headed straight to Leighton Moss to stake out in a bird hide until the
rain subsided. The specidlity for the morning was several deer browsing on the reeds,
Sand Martins flying low over the water and a Grey Heron on the verge. One of the
Marsh Harriers made a brief appearance, but not long enough to train the camera
onto. By lunchtime the rain had stopped and the clouds were starting to break, so
after having my packed lunch in the car park | headed off North to visit Smardale
Gill, the only other site in England to have Scotch Argus. At Smardale the sun was
out, but so were the flies, which decided | looked enough like a cow/horse/sheep and
pestered me until | got out into the open area of the reserve, where the wind shooed
them off. Here | found a few worn Dark Green Fritillaries (5), good numbers of
Scotch Argus (36), Northern Brown Argus (4), Common Blue (5), Meadow Brown
(3), Painted Lady (1), Small Skipper (4), Small Heath (2) and Green-veined White
(3). With thewind it was hard to take decent photos of any butterflies swaying on the
grass.

Sunday had the best forecast. First thing | headed off to Meathop Moss to see if any
Large Heath were still out. The morning started quite cloudy and cool, and little was
stirring on the moss.  On the approach track though, plenty of Green-veined Whites
(60) were frequenting the creeping thistle, with the odd Painted Lady (7) and
Peacock (2) interspersed. While stalking these some movement up in the nearby Oak
caught my eye. Purple Hairstreaks (8) were flitting from leaf to leaf and a few
Speckled Woods (17) to boot. One Hairstreak came down low and | managed to get a
recognisable photo from where | stood. The other butterflies | saw were Meadow
Brown (5), Small White (3), Large Skipper (1) and Large White (1).As the weather
was improving | headed back to Arnside Knott for lunch and another go at getting a
decent photo of a Scotch Argus. | was quite fortunate to get one of the last parking
gpots. Right on top of the Knott | found another clearing with a large stand of
creeping thistle, that a number of Painted Ladies were hogging. One High Brown
Fritillary was also enjoing the feed and was quite amicable when | approached with
the camera. A Wall Brown landed just long enough to be recognised before
disappearing, never to be seen again. A total of 15 species for this visit included Red



Admiral (2), Scotch Argus (32), High Brown Fritillary (5), Grayling (2), Wall (1) and
Brimstone (1) asthe highlights.

To round off the day, and the weekend, | headed off to Gait Barrows before going
back to the Hotel at Lancaster. In alittle over an hour | saw 8 species of butterflies,
mostly Meadow Browns (15), with the odd Peacock (8) and another Brimstone and
one High Brown Fritillary.

Aston Rowant and Whitecross Green Wood, Saturday 8 August 2009
Phil Claridge

With Andrew Daw not well, he was unable to lead this visit. So it was a small party
who assembled at the Aston Rowant reserve. We were joined by a B.C. member from
South Wales who was delighted to have seen 3 species, new to him, by the end of the
day.

After a week of unsettled weather, the sky had cleared and it was hot and sunny
throughout the meet. Butterflies were around the car park and as soon as the ridge
was reached, identification began in earnest. The target species, Silver Spotted
Skipper, was seen very quickly. This site is always packed with different species and
the number mounted through the morning. Surprise sightings were a Silver-washed
Fritillary and a Speckled Wood near the trees at the top of the ridge.

An interesting moth was spotted, being what seemed to be a very dark Silver-Y.
Although field guides were being carried, it was felt that the lack of a camera
amongst the party at the time prevented a positive identification.

Apart from insects, there was atall gentian to study. Luckily, the Upper Thames party
(who were also visiting), had a botanist who identified it as a hybrid because of its
height. Later, atrue Autumn Gentian was found.

After a break for lunch, there was a discussion about the best location to see the
Brown Hairstreak and it was decided to go to Whitecross Green Wood. On arrival, a
note in the Comments book stated that Brown Hairstreaks had been seen at a
particular ash tree along the entry track. There were other butterfly species and
various dragonflies in evidence along the route but after some time spent staring at
the foliage of the suggested tree, Brown Hairstreaks were seen and Purple
Hairstreaks were also noticeable. The writer of the note was making a return visit
and was very helpful in ensuring everyone saw the insect.

Eventually, everyone returned to the car park and it was after 4 p.m. before a start
was made for home.

Species Lists: Aston Rowant: Large, Green-veined and Small white; Painted Lady;
Peacock; Holly, Common, Silver-studded and Chakhill Blue; Speckled Wood;



Gatekeeper; Silver-washed Fritillary; Large, Small and Silver-spotted Skipper; Brown
Argus; Small Copper; Meadow Brown; Brimstone (male and female); Small
Tortoiseshell; Ringlet; Small Heath.

Whitecross Green Wood: Peacock, Meadow Brown, Painted Lady, Common Blue,
Small Tortoiseshell, Brown Hairstreak, Purple Hairstreak, Gatekeeper.

West Yatton Down 23'¢ August 2009
Maurice Avent

Unfortunately not a blazing day but adull start at 11am became gloriously blue as we
stopped for lunch at 12.30, and then returned to overcast as we set out to see the
upper valey nearly an hour later. We were joined by two members of the Cumbria
branch, were led by Maurice Avent and Hugo Brooke; while another committee
member Geoff Hiscocks, who would have won the best-dressed rambler competition
hands down, was aso with us.

We set out from the Long Dean gateway to the right up the West South-west facing
slope of sheltered downland favoured by the Chalk Hill Blue and the Adonis Blue.
As we entered through the gateway we were greeted by Meadow Brown, Green
Veined White and Speckled Wood. As we climbed the slope and worked our way
aong it southwards we saw good numbers of Common Blue, Chalk Hill Blue,
Brown Argus and Small Heath plus several Small Coppers. Over many years the
invasive Tor Grass has gradually formed a greater and greater percentage of the turf
but on the higher part of this slope the traditional sward remains virtually unchanged
with lots of Horseshoe Vetch for the Chalk Hill Blue and Adonis, Rock Rose for the
Brown Argus and Kidney Vetch for the Small Blue. We worked our way back along
the traditional downland flora after passing a hedge still sporting a couple of late
season Gatekeepers and were blessed with yet another 2009 sighting of a Painted
L ady scudding across the hillside from one nectar source to another. At this point, on
the high middle of the slope, we were blessed with one of the small second
generation Small Blue males, spotted by Geoff Hiscocks. There have been two or
three seen on this part of the West Yatton Down reserve over the first two or three
weeks of August this year. It is a testament to the ability of this tiny butterfly to
survive that none were seen on the transect in the dreadful Summer of 2008 yet they
survived and have appeared in reasonable numbers this year.

Despite this good news the jewel in the crown of the reserve has to be the Adonis and
our search across this most likely slope was almost drawing to a close. As we were
finishing our traverse, having already seen a L arge White flying across the hill-side,
we were suddenly privileged to see an Adonis Blue female sitting on a grass stem, no
doubt awaiting the attention of a suitor. The reserveisright at the North Western limit
of the range of this butterfly in Europe, amost all Adonis colonies are on chalk
Downland and there was a time, before the warm summers of the third millennium



expanded its range back into its traditional Cotswold habitat, that West Yatton Down
represented the limit of itsrange. It is pleasing to record that a couple more have now
been seen in this North West Wiltshire outpost and that the colony near Corsham is
also showing good numbers this year.

A most enjoyable lunchtime picnic saw us relax, this time on the base of the slope of
the South South-west facing West Yatton Down itself and as we drank in the
delightful sunshine we were fortunate to see both a Peacock and a little later a
Brimstone male in perfect condition, a particular thrill for our visitors from Cumbria
where the butterfly is at the limit of its range. Buckthorn or Purging Buckthorn as it
used to be called (don’t eat the black berries!) is very common in the sheltered base
of the valley which accounts for the high numbers of Brimstone on the reserve. The
early afternoon was spent wandering up to the upper valley where the presence of
more Blackberry, Common Teasel and Creeping Thistle had given until this late date
on the calendar more opportunity for nectaring; this combined with copious quantities
of stinging nettles made the site ideal for the Small White and Small Tortoiseshell,
both of which were spotted feeding. Finally as we returned to Long Dean we were
fortunate to see alate Summer Comma, also feeding on late blackberry flowers.

To round off adelightful stroll we all repaired to Manor Farmhouse where the writer
produced afternoon tea and we were able to view the fifteen various pink, purple,
mauve white and blue buddleias in his garden. As well as a marvellous showing of
Painted Ladies, Peacocks, Meadow Browns, Small Tortoiseshells, Brimstones, Large
and Small Whites, aRed Admiral in perfect condition made sure that we had seen 19
species despite a partially overcast day.

Ballard Down 30" August 2009

The weather wasn®the best of conditions for the trip to Ballard Down. On the drive
down | passed through some light drizzle and arrived in the lay-by in cloudy and
windy conditions.

A few members of the branch made the trip and so at 10:00 our small group ventured
out onto Ballard Down. Knowing how good the site is for Adonis Blues on a hot
sunny day, | was pretty confident that we could find at least one or two, and surely
enough after a bit of searching we found one roosting in the undergrowth.

Normally this would be a perfect photo opportunity, but with the cloud cover and the
wind, it was a bit of achallenge. Depth of field was minimal and the blue kept being
blown out of focus.

Once the duck was broken, we started to find more. In the more sheltered gullies,
guite afew were roosting in the long grass. A Kestrel hovered low over the down in
the distance, looking for atasty morsel, reminding us that it was nearing lunchtime.

All told we saw seven species of butterfly, which was reasonable considering the lack
of bright warm sunshine. 47 Adonis Blue, 2 Small Heath, 9 Brown Argus, 1
Painted Lady, 7 Meadow Brown, 8 Common Blue, 1 Small White.



Mothing Activity
Marc Taylor (Moth Officer)

Work still goes on to gather records for The National Moth Atlas (provisional). We
have to submit records by April 30th for this momentous effort. It will act as alasting
legacy to both the Moths Count team and all of you who submitted records. Thereis
one small word of warning, we still have a number of sets to review before
submitting them. Most are fairly straightforward to deal with, but some not so. These
require closer scrutiny not just to ensure the detail is correct, but also the format in
which they were offered is compatible with our recording software. So if your records
do not make it into this incarnation of the atlas, they will make it into the next update.
All submissions will appear on the National Biodiversity Network gateway
http://data.nbn.org.uk/ and you will see your records appearing shortly. You will be
able to find your records on the Gateways mapping system and zoom in to at least
10km level, with most being available at 2km level. After April we should be able to
get back to having some mothing fun!

There are appearing some distinct clusters of recorders, at Yatton Down, Hilperton,
Chalfield Manor, Bentley Wood and Savernake Forest. This is great news and could
be seen as resurgence in recording interest? In terms of area from which records have
been submitted the county is reasonably well covered, however as you can see from
the map of coverage there are some notable gaps. This does not show anything other
than 2km squares, which have yielded a record — presence/absence. In order to
extrapolate further information we need to conduct repeated trappings. Undertaken
over a sufficient period of time trends can be measured, abundance calculated and
local status derived. Most of the above recorders are recording using the moth
recording spreadsheet, which can be downloaded from our branch website. It is very
straightforward to use and if you do not believe me | can offer you a list of people
you must know who will tell you of their experience using it.

When recording, a who, what, where and when are needed. There are times however
when the ‘who’ through lack of experience, familiarity with a species through its
rarity or physical similarity to many other species, or even lack of access to
Identification aids, cannot be reasonably expected to identify a specimen. This is
where | can offer you help, we are drawing up a list of those species where further
detall will need to be submitted in order for the record to be accepted. This will
Inevitably take some while as we are working from a zero base, so the suggestion in
thefirst instanceis as follows:

If you find a specimen which you cannot identify yourself, photograph it and send
me a picture, in most cases this will suffice. There may be occasions when this will
not offer enough detail to make a positive identification and | may ask for the
specimen itself, so if in doubt hold onto the specimen. Moths will keep in the fridge
days at atime and to date | have not heard of any food hygiene issues doing this. This
will see Wiltshire adopting the minimum standard required by biological recorders up



and down the country. Need | say | fully accept the voluntary nature of most
recording and will accept all and any records no matter how submitted, but in order to
maximise the effort, if we adopt best practice particularly on the collection, collation
and submission of records, more time can be spent on field and conservation work as
opposed to clerical work.

In closing and as if to echo the sentiments above, last September | received a phone
call from Maurice Avent about a moth he thought he had identified, but felt it needed
to be determined by someone else in order to add the necessary certainty. He brought
it to me (I will also travel to you) as he was nearby, and suggested it was a Porter’s
Rustic (see inside front cover) a bland moth and to some difficult to separate from
other moths if worn. | thought he was right, but my experience too was limited so |
photographed it and immediately sent the resulting image by email to a nationally
recognised friend and within minutes it was agreed as accurately identified. A quick
check of the county dataset led me to telling Maurice he had trapped a county first,
well done! The same happened to me in June last year, opening my trap | spotted a
tea coloured geometrid moth with faint cross marking and feathered antennae. There
Is no other like it, a Rannoch Looper (seeinside front cover), around that time there
was a small influx from the continent, mostly males. Now in this case there was no
confusion species, so why did | seek a corroborating opinion? This falls into another
one of the many rationales used in deciding what must be kept and verified and that
was that it had not been recorded in the county before. | sent my images to the same
person above and got my answer back straight away, identified correctly. As a
footnote even if we had agreed on the phone about Maurice's Porter’s Rustic, using
the same rationale | would have asked to see it as a previously unrecorded specimen.

We all like to record what we see, in order for those records to have vaue they must
be as accurate as is possible without any caveats, otherwise they cannot be entered
into the county dataset. | thank you all for submitting your records using this level of
rigour and time saving approach. To give you some insight into its worth, the county
had approximately 30,000 records collected over 30-35 years, all paper based,
necessitating transcription into the database. Just two recorders Wayne Clinch and
Ingrid Powell, have between them just submitted >3,300 records for the last two
years - these, being on the recording spreadsheet, took minutes to load into the
database and add approximately 10% to the county dataset.

There is aresurgence in mothing!

Dusky Sallow (Geoff Hiscocks)

Smoky Wainscot
(R. Griffiths)






BROWN HAIRSTREAK EGG SEARCHES-WINTER 2009-10
Michae Sammes

I ntroduction

Searches have again been carried out for Brown Hairstreak eggs in the Braydon
Forest area during this past winter to supplement data obtained over the preceding
four years. Reports on these previous searches may be found inissues 21, 23, 25 and
27 of thisBulletin.

The primary objective of the present searches has been the ongoing monitoring of
sites where eggs have previously been found in significant numbers. The purpose has
been to keep track of how the butterfly is faring in response to focussed habitat
management, or the lack of it. Searches have also been carried out in some new 1 km
squares on the fringe of the butterflies range in order to establish more clearly the
current boundaries. Out of 23 planned searches, only one had to be cancelled due to
bad weather; 20 volunteerstook part.

Results and Discussion

The results for the searches carried out this past winter are shown in the Table and
include both egg counts and man-hours spent (no. people attending x total hours
searching); some ‘one-off’ records sent in by individuals are also included.

Coincidentally, the total count (565) for Somerford Common is identical to that for
winter 2008-2009 but this was achieved in 21.5 rather than 27 man-hours, an average
of about one egg every two minutes per person, and less of the site was searched
relative to last winter. This suggests that the butterfly is continuing to thrive at this
site despite the very few adult sightings reported last autumn. The highest counts
were found in sections where the free-standing blackthorn had been cut to ground
level the previous winter and newly-emerged growth was abundant. Up to eight eggs
were found on some strands! Counts on two- and three-year old growth were lower.
It is essential that management at this site has as a priority the ongoing
provision of quantities of fresh blackthorn regrowth from ground level for each
egg-laying season.

The sensitive site in SU 99 90 has recently been declared a SSSI giving added
Importance to the ongoing monitoring for Brown Hairstreak eggs. This season, due to
wesather constraints, less of the site was searched than for the previous winter, the
totals being 201 eggs in 21 man-hours or nearly ten eggs per man-hour. This
frequency compares closely with that for the highest total recorded (380 in 38.8 man-
hours in 2006-2007) and is a significant improvement on the 244 in 55.1 man-hours
of 2008-2009. In contrast with Somerford Common, eggs at this site are all laid
along hedgerows and, with appropriate management of these, the security of the
butterfly at thissite should be assured.
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A third site monitored was a part of the Lower Mill Estate running along the north
bank of the Swillbrook in the Cotswold Water Park, a search having been carried out
each winter at the request of the site owners. This site also happens to lie just inside
Gloucestershire and provides the only records of Brown Hairstreak eggs for that
county. For the first time, this winter, the search was along a recently planted (3-4
year old) ‘native hedgerow’ which contains substantial amounts of blackthorn. To our
surprise, 110 eggs were found along a 1 km stretch, many on the north side of what is
still avery ‘open’ hedge. There appears to be scope for searching further north into
the Gloucestershire section of the Water Park to determine the limits of the butterfly’s
range in this direction.

The Wiltshire Wildlife Trust’s Ravensroost/Avis Meadow Reserve is also monitored
each year, the count this winter for Avis Meadow, the section of the reserve to the
south of the road, being little different from that for last year (21 vs 27) for the same
stretch of hedgerow. Along the eastern edge of Ravensroost Wood, 80 eggs were
found as compared with 98 for the same stretch in 2008-20009.

Further attempts were made this season to define in more detall the present
distribution of the butterfly by searching new 1 km squares on the periphery of its



known range. These squares are identified by italics in the Table. As can be seen, no
eggs were found in the squares SU 07 81, 07 84, 09 84 and 09 92 while two were
found in ST 98 87. The square SU 07 81 is well outside the present known range but
was searched ‘on the off-chance’ as there was plenty of good blackthorn in a section
between the railway line and the old canal. The two in ST 98 87 were found during
the systematic search of a 1 km length of hedgerow. Both were directly underneath a
pylon line which re-raises the issue as to whether there is any significance in this. My
own observation over severa years has been that when eggs are distributed at very
low densities they can often be found where pylon lines cross hedges containing
blackthorn. Perhaps this is due in some cases to hedges being cut more often under
power lines, thus generating new growth. However, this is not by any means the
situation in all cases and there is scope here for some systematic research.

The Chart in the centre pages of this issue shows, for each square searched over the
past severa years, the maximum number of eggs ever found in any one year. Squares
where no eggs have been found after searching are shown in grey and define the
current limits of the known range. To date 113 1km squares have been searched of
which eggs have been found in 88.

My thanks to the following for turning up and helping with the searches. Hugo
Brooke, Phil and Dorothy Claridge, Frances Collingborn, Gaynor and Terry
Dabner, Paul Darby, Brian Elliott, Ben Fitch, Richard and Judy Gosnell, Robin
Griffiths, Geoff Hiscocks, Lysana Robinson, Chris Tracey, David Train, Frank
Train and Geoff Whittle.

OBSERVATIONSON THE PAINTED LADY INWILTSHIRE (MAINLY) IN
2009
Mike Fuller (Based on records and observations received from Wiltshire recorders)

Painted L ady, Blakehill, 14 Oct ©9 (R. Griffiths)



Thefirst hint of an amazing migration event was in an e-mail received on 3rd May
from our overseas branch member Kevin Godwin who reported 1000’'s of Painted
Ladies flying north across his ‘patch’ in France.

APRIL (6 reported)

Prior to Kevin’s e-mail, there had been sightings of only 6 Painted Ladiesin
Wiltshirein April

18th Salisbury Plain one a little faded and flying strongly but stopped briefly to nectar on
dandelion before flying on (Bob Hastie),

19th Blackmoor Copse WWT reserve 4 (Paul Guymer)
19th Wylye Down NNR 1 (David Rear).
All these sightings were in the south of the county.

MAY (5344 reported)

From 1st — 22nd, 16 mainly singletons were reported but including five sightings
of twos and one of three in Bentley Wood (David Lambert). Numbers then
started to increase dramatically with many flying strongly NNW (numbers in
bracketsin bold type areinter polated numbers per hour)

23rd

Yatesbury 6in 5 minutes (72) (Richard Creighton).

Longbridge Deverell 5in5 minutes (60) (Richard Creighton).

Morgan’s Hill and Pewsey Downs NNR many flying over (Geoff Hiscocks et al.).
24th

Bentley Wood a steady stream going north (Nick Wynn).

Nadder valley NW movement noted (David Rear).

Hilperton garden 15 in 30 minutes (30) (Roger Beckett).

Orcheston garden scores passing through heading north, counted 10 in 1 minute passing without
resting or feeding (600) (Mike Lockwood).

Mere downs 20+ (Mike Lockwood).

Blakehill WWT reserve near Cricklade 30+ (Robin Griffiths).

25th

Woodfalls garden Many nectaring and flying north (Hazel & Malcolm Lewis).

Par sonage Down NNR 60 (Tom & Jean Smith).

Tisbury 32 in 30mins (64) (David Rear).

Barbury Castle 30+ (Terry Dabner et al.)

Blackmoor Copse WWT reserve 6 per minute over 60m ride length (360) (Piers Mobsby).

Cockey Down 50 coming off the down (S&DNHS). Flying NW at 5 per minute over 30m length
(300) (Piers Mobshy).



Portland, Dorset 100+ coming in from the sea (John Pitman).

Figsbury Ring estimated at more than 2000 per hour (2000) (David Lambert).
ATE SP(E) 100+ (John & Julie Moon).

plus many other double-figure reports.

Berwick & John Main influx passed through Winkelbury Hill area (Linda Smith).
26th Tisbury 17 in 15mins (68) (David Rear).

Severa other double-figure reports.

28th - numbers peaked in Wiltshire with the following notable reports:-
Whitesheet Hill quarry transect —92 (Valerie Donell).

Tisbury - 3 timed counts, the largest 100+ in 20mins (300+) (David Rear).
Calstone Downs 100's, even 1000's (Keith Steggall).

Waterhay, CWP 37 per hr., 27 per hr. on 29 May (John Grearson).
Bradford-on-Avon garden c.8 per min (480) (Ron Hurst).

Bradford-on-Avon to Bratton 43in 15mins (172) (Mike Fuller).

Bratton Castle Earthworkstransect 42 in41mins (61) (Mike Fuller).

Beggar’s Knoll quarry 22 in 12mins (110) (Mike Fuller).

Bradford-on-Avon to Wadswick Common 34 in 17mins (120) (Mike Fuller).
Wadswick Common 152 in 32mins (285) (Mike Fuller).

Bromham garden many flying north in waves (Shirley Packham).

Throope Down 300 — 400, Throope Manor Farm 12 per minute across the lawn (720) (Lord
Head).

Roundway Gardens, Devizes .25 in 25 minutes flying east to west (60) (Beatrice Gillam).
Bratton garden 50+ flying NNW amazing (Rob Turner).

Sainsbury’s, Devizes 584 in 1 hour on 100m front (584) (Steve Covey).

Upavon 126 in 10 minutes flying east (756) (Gerald Nichalls).

Porton Down transects 49 and 68 (Stuart Corbett).

Grovely Wood Zillions (Gordon Mackie).

Central Trowbridge 8 while waiting at traffic lights (Rob Turner).

Between Pewsey and Chilton Foliat (c.10miles) dozens flying northwards in loose groups, never
stopping — fast, looked small and colourless (lan Gray).

29th

Apart from a few observations the northwards movement virtually came to a
halt although there were still many around, nectaring and presumably
commencing mating and egg-laying.

No evidence of migratory flight (South of Marlborough) (lan Gray).

Whaddon (Salisbury) garden 1 every 20secs (180) (Ted Gange).

Wadswick Common plenty still passing through (Geoff Hiscocks).



Bowood House grounds c.15 during afternoon (Mike Fuller).

Barbury Castle 85 (Terry Dabner et al.).

Haxton Down 69 (Mervyn Grist et al.).

Sutton Lane Meadows, Sutton Benger 30 (Terry Sparks).

30th

Chippenham garden 104 in 2 hours (52) (Michael Sammes).

Blakehill 29in 2 hours (15) (Robin Griffiths).

Orcheston garden only occasional, random (Mike Lockwood).
Bradford-on-Avon to Swanage, Dor set only 2 in 67 miles (Mike Fuller).
Berwick & John, Winkelbury Hill 20+ (Linda Smith).

Village Bay, S Kilda (c.110 miles west of the nearest mainland point of Scotland) — 1 fluttered
over stern of ship. The warden said it was the first butterfly record for 2 years! (Alison Maddock at
Bratton).

31st

Barbury Castletransect 98 (Helen Senior).

West Yatton Down transect 53 (Maurice Avent).

ATE SP(C) New Copsearea 3in 78mins (2) (Mike Fuller).
ATE SP(C) Can Down area 3 in 46mins (4) (Mike Fuller).
Faroe Islands - 2 reported (BC website).

JUNE (712 reported)

Many around with just a few still migrating. Rarely >10 reported together.

2nd ATE SP(E), Perham Ranges — one per 10sgm in a 20ha clover field equates to 20,000 total
(John & Julie Moon).

The Pyrenees — 1000's flying very low northwards at 2,500m across a high col with no vegetation,
just boulders and snow. Like a carpet of moving butterflies (Rowena Quantrill). (see Rowena's
account in September 2009 Bulletin No. 28.)

Scotland 1 flying over the snow-capped summit of Ben Nevis (1343m high) (David Lambert et al.).
3rd Buxbury Hill 4in 2hrs(2) (David Rear).

4th Barbury Castle transect 103 (Helen Senior).

4th lceland — 1 reported (BC website).

5th Bay of Naples— streaming past my yacht north towards France (Roger Adams)

25th first of next generation reported but no double-figure numbers until 9th July.

JULY (15,000 estimated reported)

Numbers from mid-July onwards became more modest, rarely exceeding 30
although a few high countsin early August.

1st Barbury Castle north-facing sopes 1000's, possibly tens of 1000's of caterpillars in all
instars. Average of 25+ per thistle with thistles at 10/m2 and covering 100's to 1000’s of square



metres, the numbers get pretty big. Nettle patches also completley festooned with larvae. The
chomping noise was incredible — like standing close to a bunch of big wood-ant hills (Rupert
Witherow).

4th Markham Banks, Wroughton 1000’s of larvae on nettles and Scotch thistle...... Yesterday saw
two fresh adults as well as two extremely worn and faded (Helen Senior).
o9th Bentley Wood 50 without really looking (Rob Turner, Mike Hamzij).

11th Chittoe 18 very fresh and on 13th, 55 then a cloud of ten, becoming impractical to
accurately

count now (Bill Crowther).

12th Prickmoor Wood, Chittoe ¢.400 (Tom Smith et al.).

14th Bentley Wood literally 1000's (Nick Wynn).

Black Dog Woods meadow estimated c..5000 in 20 acres (Steve Button).
25th Buxbury Hill 800+ (David Rear).

Cotswold Water Park 100s on teasels (Kathleen Gifford).

27th Ebbesbourne Down 150+ (David Rear).

AUGUST (3,934 reported)
Many high countsduring first half of Aug but much lower countsthereafter with
a few exceptions.
2nd
Bentley Wood 40 (Graham Cox).
Santon Park near Swindon c¢.50 (Helen Senior).
Grovely Wood 150 in 1 hour (Frank Woodward).
Winkelbury Hill 95in 95 minutes (Linda Smith).
On county boundary near Shrivenham 155 (Wayne Clinch)
3rd
Cockey Down Dozens (Piers Mobsby).
Bratton garden clouds (Alison Maddock).
5th Bishopstone, Swindon c¢.150 (Stephen Edwards).
7th
Swindon garden 50+ (Steve Covey).
Boscombe Down transect 52 (Tony Horner).
Barbury Castletransect 340 (Helen Senior).
Swindon garden 50+ on one buddleia bush & Swindon hospital 200+ (Steve Covey).

Near Swindon, Barbury Castle 150+, Foxhill 200+, Hinton Parva coombe ¢.180 (Stephen
Edwards).

8th
Whitesheet Hill quarry 59 (Derek Remington).



Marlborough cemetery c¢.70, HensWood c¢.30 (Stephen Edwards).
9th Ashton Keynes ¢.130 at Cuckoo Pen, 20 on one garden buddleia bush (John Grearson).

SEPTEMBER (83 reported)

Mainly only ones and twos seen throughout the month, 7 together being the most
reported.

1st Ashton Keynes 7 (Stephen Edwards).
10th Middleton Down 7 (John Ruppersbury).
10th Barbury Castle 7 (Helen Senior).

OCTOBER (207 reported)

Reported throughout the month, generally less than five seen although more
than double September’stotal. Some reports of singletons flying pur posefully
south.

4th Santon Park, Swindon 11 (Terry & Gaynor Dabner).
10th The Courts, Holt 10+ (Stephen Edwards).

14th Blakehill 15 (Robin Griffiths).

26th The Courts, Holt 11 (Gordon Rich).

Singletons flying pur posefully south

13th Larkhill 1 flying quickly south (Mike Lockwood).

24th Bradford-on-Avon 1 flew south over roof (Mike Fuller).
24th Bradford-on-Avon 1 flew south across KAC (Mike Fuller).
28th Bradford-on-Avon 1 flew south across road (Mike Fuller).
31st Bradford-on-Avon 1 flying south (Mike Fuller).

NOVEMBER (26 reported)

Mainly ones and twos from gardens, nectaring on late-flowering plants and
shrubs.

2nd Hilperton Marsh near Trowbridge 8 (Mike Hamzij).
26th Final singleton in garden at Whitley near Melksham (Sheila Temple).
No reports of any flying south.

The numbers reported are those actually seen, not estimated from timed counts. If these daily
estimates were included the total of 25,286 would be far higher. Various figures have been
suggested for the total number of butterflies arriving across Britain in May — 41 million was
estimated in one report.

According to the Spring 2010 issue of Butterfly, there is now conclusive evidence



that there is a return southerly movement in the autumn. In October....reports from
the Channel coasts of Cornwall, Devon, Sussex and Kent of sightings of Painted
Ladies heading straight out to sea towards continental Europe. Then reports were
received of butterflies arriving back in the Mediterranean and North Africa. There
Is no indication of numbers involved in these events but if anything like those noted
in Wiltshire, they will be only a small fraction of those arriving in the spring.

My grateful thanks to all who have contributed their sightings and comments for this
account and | apologise to any whose observations have not been included. With
such alarge amount of information, | had to be rather selective.

ANDALUSIAN BUTTERFLIESIN APRIL
Robin Griffiths

Thisisonly abrief article because my main interest in visiting Andalusiain April was
to see birds — but while | only found 19 species of butterflies, severa of them were
charismatic indeed! The first one of interest was a Swallowtail seen in the Algaida
pinewoods in the Coto Donana reserve. | pursued it down the track hoping it would
turn out to be my first Spanish Festoon! | needn®have worried as later | was to see
them aplenty, while this was to be the only Swallowtail | and my host John Cantelo
were to see on the trip. Next day, April 4", a stop on the Conil road was notable in
that it produced my first new butterflies of the week (there hadn®been many up to
now apart from a few Large Whites, and abundant Painted Ladies and Clouded
Yellows everywhere) - these were 3 Green-striped Whites, like Bath Whites on the
upperwing but with a green-striped underwing. Next day, John actually found my
first Spanish Festoon for me, but | didn®get much of a view, just good enough to
identify it. It was on 5™ April that | saw one properly. At the idyllic Molinas valley in
LosAlcornocales Natural there were 3 or 4 Spanish Festoons (seen properly and even
photographed), 3 Moroccan Orange Tips (including afemale, which looks similar to
male Orange Tip), Provence Hairstreak (looking like a cross between Small Copper
and Green Hairstreak) and the "helice" form of the Clouded Yellow. There was aso
the bright "cramera’ race of Brown Argus, Common Blue, Wall, and lots of the very
different nominate race of the Speckled Wood, looking very like Wall.
This sitein the cork oak reserve was to be the best for butterflies, and three days later
we were back there -this was to be the best day for butterfly variety, with 11 species
including ¢8 Spanish Festoons, a Moroccan Orangetip, 2 Cleopatras - my first for
the week, they resemble Brimstone, but with an orange flush on the forewing - 2
Provence Hairstreaks, 4 or so Green Hairstreaks, a"helice" Clouded Yellow, 2
"cramera’ Brown Argus, 3 Common Blues and a Small Copper. That more or less
completes afairly modest butterfly report from the furthest south point of Europe —
oh, apart from the grand finale — on 10" April, visiting the beautiful garden of the
11th Century Moorish Alcazar at Jerez de la Frontera, we saw alarge and elegant
Scar ce Swallowtail, the most spectacular butterfly of the week in a fantastic setting -
together with a more mundane Wall Brown.



AYEAR OF SURPRISES—-SOUTH WILTSHIRE 2009
Gordon Mackie

The dazzling display of butterflies in 2009 attracted widespread media attention,
reawakening public interest, yet the more routine work of recording dates and
numbers on our familiar patch remains the bread-and butter of species monitoring.
My area lies to the south of Salisbury Plain, where three ridgeways stretch westward
for several miles to form a large portion of the South Wessex Downs before the
southernmost (Ox Drove) crosses the Dorset border. The Wiltshire sections of this
escarpment appear to be very lightly recorded, while | can cover only parts of those
fully within the County known as Great Ridge and Shaston Ridge, the former largely
dominated by two major woodlands.

My first big surprise last year was the high number of Commas present in March,
having seen virtually no hibernators the previous autumn. Each pocket created in
Grovely wood by the Forestry Commission seemed to be occupied by a single male
poised to challenge any passing insect. This was followed by a fair summer
generation, and an improved back end (max 18). Over-wintering Brimstones fared
reasonably well, but Peacocks, Small Tortoiseshells and Red Admirals remained
sparse throughout the the spring period, just three of the latter being spotted before 2
June. The Painted Lady onslaught began on 24 May, 60+ were noted on 25",
hundreds on 26", and severa thousands on the 28". Within days nearly all had
departed, but another large though short-lived invasion occurred in the morning of 19
July, soon to be joined by hordes of fresh descendants of the May in-comers. Large
Whites also increased sharply, apparently arriving at about the same time. Meanwhile
the earlier emergence of Orange Tip, Green Hairstreak, Brown Argus, Common
Blue and Adonis Blue remained below average, but Dingy Skippers (50+), Green-
veined Whites, Speckled Woods (60+) and Small Heaths (max 64) did as well or
better than anticipated. Grizzled Skippers (12), Small Blues (30), Dukes of
Burgundy (max. 11) and Marsh Fritillaries (40+) were aso “satisfactory” for this
area. | did not expect to encounter Pear|-bordered Fritillariesin Grovely Wood, |ast
seen here in any numbersin 1997, and a presumed singleton in 2002, yet on 10 May
severa were happily gliding around the flower-decked clearings. They were still
present on 28 May, at least one intent on egg-laying. This was the result of a known
release, a dozen or more having been transported from the New Forest in early May.
But it was a grand sight, one which filled me with joy; and a little sadness too that |
(we) had failed to save this beautiful butterfly from local extinction. There is a
possibility, however, that it could become re-established following the Forestry
Commission®large-scale improvement programme.

On 1 June, while searching for Dukes on downland near Fovant, | spotted an
unfamiliar fritillary of similar size to the Pearl-bordered, which my memories of
Devon 65 years ago suggested was a Heath Fritillary. There were about five nectaring
on buttercups close to a disused chalk pit. But consulting Butterflies (E.B. Ford) and
noting the row of pale spots within a dark band on the upper-side hind wings, |



realised these were Glanville Fritillaries — perhaps the first positive sightings in
Wiltshire! Mike Fuller and | counted about 10 the following day, including a mating
pair. It is conceivable they arrived on recent fresh winds, for | have noticed that
normally sedentary insects such as some aquatic upwinged flies (Ephemeroptera) can
become activated by mass movements of other species during periods of migration,
yet a release seems more likely. The only problem with covert releases, as | seeit, is
that they cloud events which might naturally occur, such as trends related to climate
change. But the excitement was not over. On 5 July | met Jules Cross, a seasoned
observer, who showed me a photograph of a male Silver-studded Blue he had just
seen on bramble in the heart of Grovely Wood. It had then flown across the main
drive and was lost to view. | searched the area thoroughly without result. In this case
a release appears improbable, since no others were seen and this is a highly
unsuitable spot for such an exercise. A vagrant is the more likely explanation, but
where from? | believe the nearest colonies lie some 18 miles to the south. Jules wrote
later that he considered the appearance of Glanvilles and the Silver-studded Blue
were the result of a meteorologica event, ending “but who knows!”

This day was the last of alargely fine spell during which my first sightings included
White Admiral (25 June), Dark Green Fritillary (27"), Purple Emperor and
Gatekeeper (1 July). Counts of the former reached just six, while | noted a total of
three Purple Emperors in Grovely Wood. L arge Skippers performed well with three
30+ records. An improvement in conditions brought single counts / conservative
estimates as follows. Large and Green-veined White 30+, Comma 20 and Ringlet
100+, and, at Fovant Down, Small Skipper, Meadow Brown and Gatekeeper each
topping three figures. Marbled Whites were fewer than average, as were Holly
Blues and Dark Green Fritillaries, though fresh Speckled Woods continued to
emerge throughout the summer. The Purple Hairstreak hit zero for the third
successive season on oaks where they were regularly spotted during the daytime up to
a few years ago. This may be due in part to the series of unsettled Julys, which
probably also accounts for the absence of White Admirals after mid-month, although
one was spotted on 3 August. By now newly emerged Painted Ladies had become
overwhelming. | estimated more than one per yard in Grovely, with dozens nectaring
on clumps of thistle and marjoram, or basking on the track itself. Peacocks reached
100+, as did Large Whites in a nearby clover field, yet the Silver-washed Fritillary
showed only modest signs of recovery at around 50 per visit including perhaps 3 — 4
var. valesina, these increasing towards the end of their flight period. A number of
common grassland species showed a dlight increase in the more open woodland
conditions.

Back on Shaston Ridge the highest “blue” counts generally occur in late summer,
though 2007 had been a near disaster, with only minor improvement for some in
2008. But 2009 brought significant rises in the abundance of Brown Argus and
Common Blue (30 —40) and a heartening upturn for Adonis Blue (max. 110) in afew
favoured coombes. The Chalkhill Blue remained poor however, only 30 — 50 being
recorded on three visits to Clearbury Down (thousands pre-2007), and a total of just



three at all other sites put together. This seems to confirm my impression that the
numerous downlands to the west are largely reliant on regular “top-up” migrations
from Clearbury. Experienced observers agree that the desired habitat conditions are
now in place here, so there is every reason to remain cautiously optimistic. One star
performer at this time was the Small Heath, over 100 being counted on 31 August at
Ebbesbourne Coombe, while the Small Tortoiseshell showed a marked improvement
acrossthe area

My 42 species for the season included one Wall Brown at Park Bottom, three
Grayling at Golden Cross and Pound Bottom, and two Brown Hairstreaks on a
brief visit to Newton Tony track. Strangely, both the Painted Lady and Small
Tortoiseshell declined sharply in mid-September, yet the Small Copper produced a
good third generation (18 on 17 October), and Brown Argus, Common Blue and
Adonis Blue hung on in small numbers until 1%, 1%, and 8" October respectively.
Speckled Woods continued to flourish in high numbers, the last seen at Grovely on 10
October, while up to eight Clouded Yellows were regularly present at Park Bottom
(last 20 November) — but very few elsewhere.

The overal picture may be summarised by using my rather subjective and
unscientific “current status’ categories as in Bulletin 27 (2008 season, page 16), a
number of species having moved to a higher or lower level as the result of 2009
records. Migrants are omitted, though as a partial hibernator the Red Admiral has
been added to the list. The categories are as follows: A. Butterflies which were at,
close to or above pre-2007 values, B. Those which appear to be holding their own,
though often in lesser abundance than pre-2007, C. Species showing little sign of
recovery, or declined further in 2009, and D. Those whose immediate prospects are
causing some concern.

A. Small Skipper, Large Skipper, Dingy Skipper, Large White, Small White, Green-
veined White, Brown Argus, Common Blue, Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock, Speckled
Wood, Gatekeeper, Meadow brown, Ringlet, Small Heath.

B. Grizzled Skipper, Brimstone, Small Copper, Small Blue, Adonis Blue, Duke of
Burgundy, Purple Emperor, Comma, Marsh Fritillary, Silver-washed Fritillary,
Marbled White.

C. Orange Tip, Green Hairstreak, Holly Blue, White Admiral, Red Admiral, Dark
Green Fritillary.

D. Purple Hairstreak, Chalkhill Blue.

Of course, the observations of alone tramper in so large an area offer a mere glimpse
of the whole. | fed sure there are treasures yet to be discovered in this region, such as
Purple Emperors in unexplored woodlands, more Duke hotspots, and maybe Grayling
or Silver-spotted Skippers on remote terrain close to the Dorset boundary. One thing
Is certain — there®only one way to find out!



CROSSWORD

Michad Sammes

CluesAcross:

1. Not the gardener’s favourite butterfly. (5,5)

7. Act it about on the top floor. (5)

8. You cannot fly without them. (3,4)

10. The man who ‘cometh’. (3)

11. If you smash pine, it could become this! (9)

13. Mix dye with hay in the prime of life. (6)

14. /Abraxas grossulariatal or /Picapical? (6)

17. A moth to turn lead into gold. (9)

19. Strange drink to include in your sugar recipe. (3)
20. An Umbellifer to prevent skirts from becoming too short? (7)
22. Palindromic principle. (5)

23. A Satyrid which does St Peter’s job. (10)



Clues Down:

1. Fist, say, mingled to meet a need. (7)

2. An electrical supply to abusiness, to go along with. (9)

3. A lieis confused to establish cooperation. (6)

4. Hero without aduck changes gender. (3)

5. The endless epitaph for a small, winged insect. (5)

6. This butterfly may need such a habitat in order to survive. (5,5)
9. Few butterflies are around when this Geometrid is flying. (6,4)
12. Sensation on encountering unexpected rarity? (5,4)

15. Rap to collect rent for spouse. (7)

16. One way to catch atrout. (6)

18. This Nymphalid pauses in mid-sentence. (5)

21. All alone, and ever more shall be so. (3)

ATTEMPTSTO HELPTHE SMALL TORTOISESHELL REVIVAL
Bill Crowther

Small Tortoiseshell, Blakehill, 14 Oct., ©9 (R. Grffiths)

| have afield beside my garden and | leave large patches of nettles around the edges
to provide larval food for Peacocks and Small Tortoiseshells. | mow the nettles in
early June to provide fresh re-growth for the second brood Tortoiseshell caterpillars.
However 2007 and 2008 were such dreadful years that | did not see a single
caterpillar of either species.

2009 started well, with 3 nests of half grown Peacock caterpillars on the nettles.
These did well, and | am sure produced butterflies in due course. | had mown part of
the nettle patch on the 13 June, and on the 26 June a Tortoiseshell seemed to be
laying on the re-growth, although I could not find the eggs. On the 29 June one was



laying and | found the eggs. By the 4 July numerous nests of newly emerged
caterpillars were appearing. However when the caterpillars emerged from the nests
and were pale in colour and very vulnerable, they started to disappear. | am sure that
they had not just wandered off, because Tortoiseshell caterpillars are always so easy
to see. We live in the middle of a shoot, and | suspected that the Pheasants were
responsible. | therefore took a nest in, and reared the caterpillars until they were
about half an inch long and black and spiny and less vulnerable. | then had to release
them because | was going away for afew days. | covered the release area with netting
to deter bird predation. When | returned the release area under the netting had
suffered severe caterpillar damage whereas the rest of the nettle patch was untouched.
It therefore seemed that the problem was birds, and that the netting was the solution.
Accordingly | put netting over the whole of the nettle patch.

However the first stage caterpillars continued to disappear. | then saw wasps, and a
hornet, hunting over the nettles, and | actually saw a wasp carry off a caterpillar. It
seemed to me that wasps and hornets might well be the cause of the problem, because
If they found a nest of caterpillars | am sure that they would come back again and
again until they had had the lot. | did not see how | could net the area so as to prevent
wasps getting at the caterpillars, so | took another couple of nestsin to rear.

The rearing was successful until they pupated. | lost only a small proportion to
parasites - when | have reared Peacocks in the past about half were parasitised. | am
afraid that | was so disgusted by the emerging parasite larvae that | forgot Butterfly
Conservation® request to hatch them out, and | squashed them! However, | found a
pupa in the debris when | was cleaning out the rearing cage and decided to hatch it
out. Unfortunately | unthinkingly used the pill box that it was occupying to catch a
butterfly in the conservatory,and threw out butterfly and pupa together! Nevertheless
| feel that the parasites were ichneumon wasps and not these new flies, because they
made very hard silk cocoons, whereas if the parasitic flies are anything like domestic
flies, they would have a naked pupa. It is interesting to see how early the caterpillars
are parasitised; | collected the first stage larvae and the wasps could not have got into
my cage to parasitise them later.

Unfortunately | had a lot of disasters on emergence from the pupae - falure to
emerge from the pupal case, and failure to expand their wings properly; | wondered
whether they had got too hot in the conservatory where they were being kept.
Nevertheless | released 47 viable adults,which must represent a much better survival
rate than in the wild, because despite having had over 30 nests | hardly saw any full
grown caterpillars. The recovery of the Small Tortoiseshell this year from seeming
near extinction was thrilling, but it is depressing to see what difficulties they face in
building up their numbers - even with abit of help from their friends!



TAILPIECE: THE RED ADMIRAL
Anon.

1 October 2008. An unsettled, blustery autumn day, and the financial markets in
turmoil. Just after noon, one level up from the platforms a Canary Wharf
Underground station, | was about to go through the ticket barriers when | paused. |
thought I’d seen something on the ground, something very familiar, but something
which didn’'t belong here, in the dim light two levels down from the street. My
obsession must be getting the better of me. | looked again, and this time there was no
mistaking the shape and underside pattern of a Red Admiral butterfly. And, although
guite motionless, it was perched upright. It was — although maybe only just — alive.

Red Admirals are strongly migratory, but at first | was perplexed as to how this
creature of the sunlight had come to be in such a place. Had it inadvertently flown
Inside a tube train at a station on an overground section of the line, then made its
escape at this station, deep underground? Later, | concluded that it had probably been
making its way across the inhospitable concrete expanses of Docklands on its
journey south, when the turbulent flow of the winds around the steel and glass towers
forced it into the eastern entrance to the station. From there, the downdraught could
easily have swept it to the level where | found it.

| was scared that, if | tried to catch it, it would fly off and be quite unable to find its
own way out. But sitting on the floor there it was so vulnerable that there was no
other option. So | carefully approached it and, using the grip I’ d watch experts use so
as not to damage it, gently picked it up at the base of its wings between finger and
thumb. Extracting my ticket and negotiating the barrier with my one free hand, |
carried the butterfly up two escal ators towards light and freedom.

But once outside, | hesitated. The wind was blowing strongly, with only brief shafts
of sunlight sneaking through the massed clouds. From the torpid state in which I'd
found it, the butterfly’s energy reserves must be low, and there were no obvious
nectar sources or fruit trees anywhere near. If | just released it, the chances of its
making it further south might be slim. It needed rest. And, still more, it needed sugar.

So — now discreetly cradling it in a cupped hand to avoid attracting the attention of
colleagues in the lift — | smuggled the Red Admiral into my office and sat it down to
rest on a cardboard storage box, with a paper cup inverted over it to ensure it
remained quiet and still, and some tissue soaked in blackcurrant drink from our office
drinks vending machine as an improvised “nectar” source.

When | checked it about an hour later, it remained quite motionless, and could not be
persuaded to show any interest in its blackcurrant-flavoured (but presumably low-cal)
tissue. Clearly something of more substance was required. So | joined the crowds
foraging for lunch at the branch of Marks & Spencers in the nearby mall. Cheerfully
avoiding the low-cal, sugar free options, | selected a bottle of Summer Fruits high



juice cordial. 50% fruit juice — apple, strawberry, raspberry — together with plenty of
sugar. That should do the trick. And some more tissues (lavender-scented with mauve
flowers on, just for good measure). Returning to my office, | substituted a tissue
soaked in the undiluted cordia for the spurned blackcurrant one.

Towards mid-afternoon, the sunshine was more enduring, the bands of cloud rolling
in from the west much diminished, and the wind abating. It would be better to release
the butterfly before night fell, if it looked fit enough. When | lifted the paper cup
again to check on it, | discovered that not only had it found the nectar source, but it
had, unprompted, climbed right onto it. It was now perched on top of the tissue,
avidly sucking up the juice with its proboscis. As the sunlight fell onto it through the
office window, it half-opened its wings.

Although reluctant to bid farewell to my new friend, | knew it was time for us to part.
So, picking up the tissue on which it was still perched, and holding the paper cup
over it (though | needn’'t have bothered, so engrossed was it in drinking), | took it
down again to the street and into the small park by the tube station. Here, | found a
place away from the paths, and placed butterfly and tissue together in a warm, sunny
spot sheltered by small bushes. As | removed the paper cup, it spread its wings wide
and turned to soak up the full warmth of the gently declining sun. It looked in perfect
condition, with deeply velvety-brown, black and white wings framed with vivid
scarlet and decorated with jewels of iridescent blue.

And so | took my leave, with the Red Admiral basking in the sunshine still perched
on its “flower”, and topping up its energy levels with more fruit cordia. It could
either roost in the bushes and resume its southwards journey in the morning, or use
what was left of the daylight to find a garden, and maybe some Michaelmas daisies,
In the suburbs of South London. | wished it a good journey.

ANSWERSTO CROSSWORD
CluesAcross Down
1. Small White 1. Satisfy
2. Attic 2. Accompany
8. Air crew 3. Liaise
10. Gas 4, Her
11. Misshapen 5. Thrip
13. Heyday 6. Large Heath
14. Magpie 9. Winter Moth
17. Alchymist 12. Heart stop
19. Rum 15. Partner
20. Hemlock 16. Tickle
22. Tenet 18. Comma
23. Gatekeeper 21. One



From top left: Aberrant Clouded Yellow, West Yatton Down, 3 Jun’09 (Maurice Avent & Hugo
Brooke), Poplar Hawkmoth (Barbara Last), Heath Fritillary, Haddon Hill, Jun’ 08, Duke of
Burgundy, Noar Hill, May 09 (Both Geoff Hiscocks), Privet Hawkmoth (Hugo Brooke)

On back page: Undersides from top left: Dark Green Fritillary, Marbled White, Glanville Fritillary,
Pearl-bordered Fritillary (All by Geoff Hiscocks)
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